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Abstract 
Realia is a term for real things or concrete objects that are used in the classroom to build 
background knowledge and vocabulary. The purpose of this study is to describe: (1) students 
achievment in writing a descriptive paragraph using realia media for the second grade students of 
English department of STKIP BBG., (2) students’ ability in learning to write a descriptive 
paragraph with realia media. The design used in this research is descriptive qualitative research. 
The subject of this research is English department students of STKIP BBG consist of 25 
students.  The method used in collecting data is through observation and test. The data analysis 
used in this study is qualitative and quantitative descriptive. The results show that (1) Learning to 
write paragraph description with mind mapping model by teacher is in accordance with existing 
theory. (2) The ability of second grade students of English department in writing the descriptive 
paragraph is quite good. The scores obtained are 78.13. Although the scores obtained have 
reached the good category, it seems that teacher performance needs to be improved again by 
providing more intensive exercises, both in making mind mapping and development into 
paragraphs, to achieve maximum results. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 Writing is necessary skill that needs 
to be taught to improve the students’  
intellectual aspect, especially their critical 
thinking skill. Writing skills is a skill express 
ideas, opinions, and feelings to others 
through written language. With these 
characteristics, the students are required to 
have the ability to write with attention to 
various aspects that are quite complex, for 
example word choice, sentence mastery, and 
paragraph development. Keith, (2010:135) 
classifies the form of writing into five, 
namely: narrative, description, exposition, 
argument, and persuasion. 
The description paragraph is a 
paragraph describing an object, place, 
atmosphere, circumstances with words. The 
skill of writing a description paragraph is one 
of the important writing skills to master, 
because through the description paragraph a 
person can give an idea of an event or event. 
The purpose of writing a description 
paragraph is to attempt to describe an object, 
place, atmosphere, or state. A descriptive 
paragraph writer expects his readers, through 
his writings to see what he sees, and can hear 
what he hears. Writing a description 
paragraph requires a keen observation with 
all the means of his senses, then write them 
down with the right words or by using the 
right comparison. 
This means the development of 
writing junior high school students still need 
to be considered. Given the importance of 
writing activities, writing skills that need to 
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be improved so that students become skilled 
at writing. Improving students' writing skills 
is believed to lead students to reach 
curricular goals and ultimately achieve 
established national education goals. Skills 
measurements can be performed during a 
learning process that is deliberately done for 
that purpose. One of the measurement of 
writing skill that is carried out during the 
teaching and learning process is concocted. 
Gie (2003) says that composing is a whole 
series of activities one expresses the idea and 
passes it through written language to the 
reader community to be understood. 
Based on the observation in English 
department of STKIP BBG, it is found that 
students are still having trouble writing 
paragraph descriptions. The obstacles faced 
by students in writing the description 
paragraph is the inability of students to find 
what they want to write, what the topic and 
how to start writing. In addition, students are 
less able to generate their ideas to put it 
logically and systematically. Likewise, the 
students are less precise to use words and 
sentences in their writing and are less precise 
in applying the spelling rules in writing 
In fact, the success of students in the 
learning activities of teaching in the college 
is also determined by the skill in writing. As 
it is known that most knowledge is presented 
in the form of written language that requires 
students to write activities to gain 
knowledge. In general, it is found in writing 
class that when teachers provide learning 
materials most students pay less attention due 
to learning strategies that are not compatible 
and the use of media that are not optimal. 
Learning media is one learning resource that 
the teacher can channel the message so that it 
helps to overcome students’ problem.  
 In this case, realia is often regarded as 
the most essential media to disk an 
interesting information. As an information 
medium, realia is able to explain abstract 
things with little or no verbal information. By 
interacting directly with realia, it is expected 
that things that are less clear, if explained 
verbally will become clear. Realia has the 
ability to stimulate the students's imagination 
by bringing life in the real world or into the 
classroom. 
 Realia will be very helpful when used 
in a process of obtaining information with the 
aim to gain knowledge through experience 
alone or often referred to as cognitive goals. 
In this process, realia is involved as a real 
object and students will learn to know it. 
Realia can provide students with real-time 
experience; experience of beauty that cannot 
be obtained through other media. As a 
learning medium, realia has the potential to 
be used in a variety of subject topics. Realia 
is able to provide a hands-on learning 
experience  for students. By using real 
objects as media, students can use different 
senses to study an object. Students can see, 
feel, smell, and even feel the object being 
studied. In using realia, the user is expected 
to be able to interpret the relationships about 
the real thing. Therefore, this research is 
intended to envisiged the following research 
problem: 
1). How is the students’ ability in composing 
description paragraph using realia media on 
the second grade students of English 
department of STKIP BBG? 
 
 
Getsempena English Education Journal (GEEJ) Vol.4 No.2 Novemver 2017                      | 174 
 
METHODOLOGY 
The method used in this research is 
quantitative descriptive method. Technique 
of collecting data is done by test. The test 
used by researchers to measure students' 
ability in writing descriptive material is a 
written test in the form of a description. The 
steps for the implementation of the test are 
(1) The researcher gives the description 
material (2) The researcher gives an example 
of the description (3) The researcher explains 
how to use media realia. This research was 
conducted at English Department of STKIP 
BBG on the second grade students and the 
time of this research is conducted for 3 
months. From April to June 2017. 
Researchers used rubric assessments to 
measure students' writing proficiency in 
composing a paragraph using realia media, 
then looking for the percentage of student 
achievement.
 
Table Descriptive Paragraph Rubric  
Points Ideas Organization Word Choice 
Sentence 
Structure 
21-25 
Strong/forceful 
topic 
sentence establishes 
tone and impression; 
all ideas directly 
support the topic 
sentence; intriguing 
closing sentence 
Logical sequence 
clear to 
the reader; varied 
use of connectives 
maintain the flow 
of ideas 
Variety of 
strong 
verbs and vivid 
adjectives; 
strong 
vocabulary; 
words enhance 
ideas 
Clear, correct, 
flowing 
sentences 
16-20 
Good topic 
sentence 
establishes tone 
and 
impression; most 
ideas directly 
support topic 
sentence; strong 
closing sentence 
Logical sequence 
clear to 
reader; connectives 
lack variety 
Strong verbs 
and 
good 
adjectives, 
some variety in 
vocabulary 
Generally clear, 
correct 
sentences with 
minor errors 
9-15 
Adequate topic 
sentence; some ideas 
support topic 
sentence; adequate 
closing sentence 
Sequence not clear 
to the reader; 
disjointed use of 
connectives 
Limited word 
choice; some 
attempt to use 
descriptive words 
Sentence 
structure errors 
occasionally 
making writing 
unclear 
5-8 
Weak topic sentence; 
few ideas support 
topic sentence; weak 
concluding sentence 
Disjointed 
sequence; 
disjointed use 
of connectives 
Limited and 
inappropriate 
word 
choice; little 
attempt at using 
descriptive words 
Several 
sentence errors 
1-4 
No topic sentence No apparent 
organization 
Serious 
vocabulary 
deficiency; no 
attempt at using 
descriptive 
words 
Many serious 
errors 
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Table Students’ Writing Score Categories 
No Score Categories 
1 85-100 Excellent 
2 70-84 Very Good 
3 55-69 Good 
4 40-54 Poor 
 
DISCUSSION 
 This descriptive research was 
conducted at English department of STKIP 
BBBG on the second grade students. Prior to 
learning writing the students were asked to 
write descriptive paragraphs. The ability of 
students in writing description paragraphs 
with realia can be seen in the following table.
 
Tabel Student Ability Score in Writing Paragraph Description 
No Students’ Initial Score Categories 
1  70 Very Good 
2  74 Very Good 
3  75 Very Good 
4  80 Very Good 
5  78 Very Good 
6  80 Very Good 
7  78 Very Good 
8  85 Excellent 
9  80 Very Good 
10  87 Excellent 
11  90 Excellent 
12  85 Excellent 
13  75 Very Good 
14  80 Very Good 
15  78 Very Good 
16  75 Very Good 
17  80 Very Good 
18  75 Very Good 
19  80 Very Good 
20  78 Very Good 
21  80 Very Good 
22  75 Very Good 
23  76 Very Good 
24  80 Very Good 
25  75 Very Good 
 Jumlah 1969  
 Rerata 78,91667  
 
Based on Table 3 above, it can be 
expressed that the ability of students in 
writing paragraph description with mind 
mapping in general can be assumed quite 
good with an average score of 78.13. If 
specified again the general exposure of the 
acquisition of the ability to write paragraph 
descriptions STKIP BBG English students 
then look at the table below:
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Table Obtaining Score Percentage of Student Result 
Categories Number of Students Percentage (%) 
Excellent 4 16 
Very Good 21 84 
Good 0 0 
Poor 0 0 
Jumlah 25 100 
 
Based on Table 4 above, it can be 
explained that from 25 of English students 
who followed the learning of writing a 
description paragraph with realia learning 
model, it is  found that  4 students (16%) got 
very good score; 21 students (84%) got good 
grades. None of students (0%) get poor score. 
Based on that percentage, classical learning 
to write paragraph description through realia 
learning model can be said succeed  because 
50% of students attain score 70 or above or 
with good and very good value. It indicates 
that there are changes or improvements the 
ability to write paragraphs description of 
English students before and after realia 
learning model aplied. 
The average score before realia media 
implemented, the students’ writing paragraph 
score is 63.96 and after it is implemented the 
students average score up to 78.91. This 
means that the increasing score is 14.95. In 
general, students have been careful enough to 
make a descriptive paragraph because the 
ideas that put in the realia represents what 
exactly is meant. Students have focused on 
the topics developed in realia model so that 
in the development of the idea also directed. 
This happens because students have been 
trained in using realia media as a way of 
developing their ideas. 
In the fact, realia is a interesting 
media for the students in learning activities. 
Realia can give students’ motivation, 
stimulate their imagination, and reduce the 
students’ stress in writing activities. Besides 
that, realia media also help the students to 
create their writing of descriptive texts 
because they can look at and touch the real 
objects that they want to describe. Teachers 
who want to conduct realia media in the 
writing process be creative in choosing realia 
media to be used in the learning activities to 
make the classroom atmosphere alive. 
This is in accordance with what was 
conveyed by Silberman (1996) who said that 
the model of learning ralia for writing 
learning should use a colored image. 
Furthermore, Silberman (1996) says that 
paper should be provided, markers, and other 
source material that we think will help the 
learner create a bright and vibrant mind map. 
In general, the sentences contained in the 
paragraphs of the student description 
paragraph are complete, in which the 
elements contained in the descriptive 
paragraph have been fulfilled. This is in 
accordance with the opinion Putrayasa 
(2012) which reveals that in a sentence, the 
minimum element that must exist is the core 
element of the sentence, the subject and 
predicate. These elements provide a complete 
understanding in the sentence. These 
elements also can be developed with objects, 
appendages, or information (adverbial). 
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CONCLUSION 
Based on the findings and discussion 
of the results of the research described 
previously, it can be concluded that learning 
to write a description paragraph with realia 
media by the teacher follows the learning 
steps that have been designed. Learning to 
write a descriptive paragraph using realia 
media which the teacher has done according 
to theory. The students’ scores obtained are 
78.13. 
Although the score obtained already 
achieve good category, it seems teacher 
performance needs to be improved again by 
providing more intensive exercises, be 
creative in choosing realia media to be used 
in the learning activities to make the 
classroom atmosphere alive. Realia has been 
implemented by the teacher to provive 
experiences on which to build and provide 
students with opportunities to use all the 
senses in learning. 
While using Realia in the the 
classroom is not always possible, it is usually 
the best choice if the student is to learn all 
they can about a topic. Realia allows the 
students to see, feel, hear, and even smellthe 
object being explored. If real thing is not 
available, the teacher must move down the 
continum from the concrete (real thing), to a 
replica such as a model, to a semiconcrete 
object such as a photograph or illustration. 
However, each move down the continuum 
causes the loss of some sensory information 
that could be helpful in comprehension.  
Nevertheless, there are still some 
students who experience obstacles in 
composing a descriptive paragraph. This 
needs to be the attention of teachers in 
making realia as a foundation for developing 
ideas into coherent and cohesive writing. 
Teachers need to provide enough training in 
using realia and train students in developing 
ideas into coherence writing.  
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